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The  best  thing  in  this  world  is  work,  and  the  best  work  in  the  world  is 
for  the  children.  It  is  the  seed  and  the  soil  and  the  planting  that  we  must 
look  after,  together  with  watchfulness  of  the  growing  plants.  What  the 
harvest  shall  be  we  know  not.  We  may  never  know  and  we  need  not  know. 
The  influence  of  a  great  teacher  may  reach— must  reach  through  all  the 
years.  And  the  great  teacher,  whether  in  the  country  school  or  the  uni¬ 
versity,  is  the  one  whose  work  is  limited  only  by  his  possibilities — not  for 
self,  but  for  children. — Bright. 
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TEACHERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA : 

The  sixty-third  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational 
Association  will  he  held  in  Harrisburg  on  December  26,  27  and  28. 
The  general  sessions,  as  well  as  department  meetings  will  be  held 
in  the  Technical  High  School  building,  which  is  centrally  located, 
being  practically  in  the  same  square  with  the  'Capitol  and  a  very 
short  distance  from  the  hotels. 

With  the  enactment  of  the  (School  iCode,  Pennsylvania  entered 
upon  a  new  era  in  her  educational  history.  In  this:  movement  for 
newer,  better  and  larger  things,  the  State  Association  will  take  a 
leading  part.  Its  effectiveness  will,  of  course,  depend  upon  the 
support  that  is  given  to  its  policies  by  the  35,000  teachers  of  the 
State.  Our  aim  is  to  make  the  State  Association  a  unifying  agency 
for  all  the  educational  activities  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  purposes  of  the  Association,  as  expressed  by  the  founders, 
were  to  advance  the  school  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  to  unite  the 
educational  forces  of  the  State,  to  foster  proper  educational  move¬ 
ments,  to  stimulate  an  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  and  op¬ 
portunities  of  the  profession  of  teaching,  to  maintain  for  the  teach¬ 
ing  vocation  its  true  place  in  the  world’s  work,  to  promote  fel¬ 
lowship  and  fraternal  feeling  among  teachers,  and  to  forward  and 
protect  their  interests  by  means  of  instruction,  conference  and 
action. 

For  more  than  three  score  years,  this  organization  has  been 
identified  wTith  every  forward  movement  in  education.  The  free 
textbook  law,  the  extension  of  the  minimum  school  term,  the  com¬ 
pulsory  school  law,  the  minimum  salary  law, — in  fact  all  pro¬ 
gressive  school  legislation  has  had  the  earnest  endorsement  of  the 
Association  and  the  active  support  of  those  who  were  in  official 
capacity.  Through  its  Legislative  Committee,  it  has  saved  the 
State  from  much  bad  school  legislation. 

The  fact  that  the  Association  will  meet  in  Harrisburg  will  be 
of  interest  to  many  thousandsi  of  teachers  who  may  never  have  had 
occasion  to  visit  the  Capital  city.  Harrisburg  is  not  only  a  beau¬ 
tiful  city,  but  is  full  of  historical  interest.  Here  in  the  Capitol 
one  may  view  pictures  by  Violet  Oakley,  Edwin  Abbey  and  W.  B. 
Van  Ingim.  Abbey’s  great  picture  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 


Representatives,  “The  Apotheosis  of  the  History  of  .Pennsylvania,” 
which  portrays  the  famous  characters  in  the  civil  and  military  his¬ 
tory  of  the  State ;  and  “The  Spirit  of  Light,”  “The  Spirit  of  Vul¬ 
can,”  “The  Spirit  of  Religious  Liberty,”  “Science  Revealing  the 
Treasures  of  the  Earth/'  which  are  in  the  magnificent  dome,  are  in 
themselves  worth  a  trip  to  the  Capital.  The  groups  of  statuary  by 
Charles  Gray  Barnard,  which  adorn  the  entrance,  are  accounted 
to  be  among  the  finest  expressions  of  modern  sculpture.  In  the 
Pennsylvania  Museum  and  Library  are  famous  paintings,  battle 
flags  and  relics  of  the  Civil  and  Revolutionary  Wars.  RothermaPs 
painting,  “The  Battle  of  Gettysburg,”  is  one  of  the  greatest  of 
Pennsylvania’s  treasures.  The  Museum  will  have  a  special  educa¬ 
tional  exhibit  for  the  meeting  of  the  Association. 

The  Educational  'Council,  which  constitutes  the  unifying  agency 
of  the  Association,  will  make  an  important  report  at  the  meeting. 
It  will  touch  upon  vital  phases  of  the  educational  problem;  it  will 
be  fearless  in  its  attack  upon  worn-out  and  traditional  practices, 
and  declare  unecpiivoeally  for  the  elimination  of  obsolete  and  an¬ 
tiquated  subject  matter.  The  Legislative  Committee  will  make  a 
report  on  the  question  of  Retirement  Funds  and  Pensions;  and 
Teachers’  Qualifications  and  Remunerations.  It  will  offer  a  definite 
program  for  legislation. 

The  plan  of  conducting  the  meetings  this  year  will  be  different 
in  some  essential  points  from  the  meetings  of  other  years.  Instead 
of  having  the  department  meetings  separated  throughout  the  ses¬ 
sions  from  the  general  body,  the  Executive  Committee  proposed 
to  put  each  of  the  departments  in  charge  of  one  of  the  general 
sessions.  This  will  no  doubt  add  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting, 
and  aid  in  unifying  the  Association’s  activities.  Departments  will 
continue  to  have  one  or  two  sessions  of  departmental  work. 

For  various  reasons  many  teachers  are  unable  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Association,  and  they  conclude,  therefore,  that 
there  is  no  need  of  their  becoming  members.  The  fact  is  that  the 
teacher  who  cannot  attend  the  meeting  needs  permanent  member¬ 
ship  most.  It  is  the  one  way  by  which  he  can  keep  in  touch  with 
the  educational  life  of  his  State.  Everv  member  receives  annually 
a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association,  containing  ail  the 
papers  read  at  the  meeting,  verbatim!  reports  of  all  addresses  and 
discussions,  a  list  of  members  of  the  Association,  and  much  other 
useful  information.  It  is  a  volume  of  200  pages;  and  within  its 
covers  one  can  find  the  latest  information  as  to  methods  of  super- 


vision;  manual  training  or  nature  study;  the  teacher  or  the  pupil; 
College  or  normal  school;  rural  schools  or  city  schools;  industrial 
or  cultural  education.  No-  progressive  teacher  can  afford  to  be 
without  the  annual  copy  of  the  Proceedings  whether  he  can  attend 
the  meeting  or  not. 

The  presidents  of'  the  departments  have  practically  arranged  the 
program  for  the  general  session  over  which  they  preside.  This  will 
give  greater  variety  to  the  program.  The  speakers  selected  from  out¬ 
side  the  State  are  persons  who  have  had  wide  experience  in  their 
respective  fields  of  work.  Among  those  who  will  appear  on  the 
program  are  Mr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs,  author  and  lecturer  of 
New  York  City;  Dr.  Reuben  Post  Halleck,  a  prominent  high  school 
principal  of  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Mr.  William  A.  McKeever,  author  of 
“Farm  Boys  and  Girls  of  Kansas;”  Mr.  Henry  S.  Curtis,  Former 
Secretary  of  the  Playground  Association  of  America;  Mrs.  Frank 
De  Garmo,  St.  Louis,  head  of  School  and  Country  Life  Movement 
in  connection  with  the  National  Congress  of  Mothers;  Supt.  J.  H. 
Van  Sickle,  Springfield,  Mass. ;  and  Miss  Alice  MeCloskey  of  Cor¬ 
nell  University.  Pennsylvania  teachers,  superintendents  and  school 
officers  will  take  a  leading  part  in  all  of  the  deliberations. 

The  State  Educational  Association  deserves  the  active  support  of 
every  progressive  teacher.  It  ought  to  have  a  large  permanent 
membership.  In  this  respect  Pennsylvania  does  not  show  as  high 
degree  of  educational  pride  as  is  noted  in  many  other  states.  Greater 
numbers  in  the  permanent  organization  would  mean  greater  ef¬ 
ficiency.  Blank  applications  will  be  issued  by  the  treasurer,  David 
S.  Keck,  Kutztown,  Pa,  and  membership  tickets  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  county,  city  and  district  superintendents.  A  ticket  cost¬ 
ing  one  dollar  entitles  a  person  to  full  membership  in  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings.  Completed  programs  will 
be  issued  about  October  15. 

.Cordially  yours, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  J.  George  Becht, 

October  1,  1912.  President . 


